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BMW M HYBRID V8: THE 20. ART CAR BY JULIE MEHRETU
LONG TRADITION OF THE BMW ART CARS
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USPA NEWS - BMW M Hybrid V8: The 20. Art Car by Julie Mehretu. This Race Car continues the Long Tradition of the BMW Art
Cars. Just a Few Weeks after its World Premiere in the French Capital, the Newest Edition in the storied BMW Art Car Collection will
compete in the 24 Hours of Le Mans.

BMW M Hybrid V8: The 20. Art Car by Julie Mehretu. This Race Car continues the Long Tradition of the BMW Art Cars. Just a Few
Weeks after its World Premiere in the French Capital, the Newest Edition in the storied BMW Art Car Collection will compete in the 24
Hours of Le Mans.

- The 20th BMW Art Car

* World Premiere on 21 May 2024 by Julie Mehretu at the Centre Pompidou in Paris
* BMW M Hybrid V8 Race Car as a Performative Work of Art
* V8 Turbo Engine with Supplementary Electric Drive
* Max. Output (regulated): approx. 640 hp
* Top Speed: up to 345 km/h
* Competes in the 24 Hours of Le Mans Endurance Race

- The BMW M HYBRID V8.

The New Race Car from BMW M GmbH features a Hybrid Electric Drivetrain System with approximately 640 hp, powered by a
4.0-litre V8 Engine supported by an Electric Motor (Top Speed: up to 345 km/h or 215 mph, depending on the Race Track Layout).
This makes the 4,991 millimetre long, 1,994 millimetre wide, around 1,200 millimetre high and weighing just 1,030 kilograms
Prototype Racing Car a Flagship for Typical M Performance and Fascination with Electrified Drive.

During this Year’s Official FIA World Endurance Championship Races, the BMW M Hybrid V8 will take on High-Calibre Competition in
the Hypercars Category. The Car will also compete in the 24 Hours of Le Mans – the First BMW M Motorsport Prototype to do so since
the BMW V12 LMR, which won the Classic Race in 1999.

- A Performative Painting

Space, Movement and Energy have always been Central Motifs in Julie Mehretu's Work. For the Design of the 20th BMW Art Car, she
transformed a Two-Dimensional Image into a Three-Dimensional Representation for the First Time, with which she succeeded in
bringing Dynamism into Form.

Julie Mehretu used the Colour and Form Vocabulary of her Monumental Painting “Everywhen” (2021 - 2023) as a Starting Point for
her Design. The Work is currently on View at the Artist’s Major Retrospective at the Palazzo Grassi in Venice and will subsequently
become Part of the Permanent Collection of the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in New York, to which it has been gifted.

Its Abstract Visual Form results from Digitally Altered Photographs, which are superimposed in Several Layers of Dot Grids, Neon-
Coloured Veils and the Black Markings Characteristic of Mehretu's Work. “In the Studio where I had the Model of the BMW M Hybrid
V8 I was just sitting in front of the Painting and I thought: What would happen if this Car seemed to go through that Painting and
becomes affected by it,” Julie Mehretu says. “The Idea was to make a Remix, a Mash-Up of the Painting. I kept seeing that Painting
kind of dripping into the Car. Even the Kidneys of the Car inhaled the Painting.”

- From The Museum To The Race Track…

The Close Connection between Art and Motorsport is also an Integral Part of the History of the BMW Art Car Collection. The very first



BMW Art Car, designed by Alexander Calder in 1975, made its Dynamic Debut at the Circuit de la Sarthe in Le Mans. As the 20th
BMW Art Car, Julie Mehretu's Vehicle will compete at Le Mans with Starting Number 20 and will be driven by BMW M Works Drivers
Sheldon van der Linde (RSA), Robin Frijns (NED) and René Rast (GER) in the 24 Hours of Le Mans from June 15 to 16, 2024. The
Artist also designs the Racing Suits in which they will compete at Le Mans.

- ... And Back Again

Following its Race at Le Mans, the 20th BMW Art Car will also become an Exhibit that will be presented to the Public in Museums and
on Art Platforms Worldwide.

- Elaborate Realisation

The Fusion of Image and Vehicle was realised with the Help of 3D Mapping, with which the Motif was transferred to the Contours of
the Vehicle. The Elaborate Foiling allows for the Fully Designed BMW M Hybrid V8 to compete at the 24 Hours of Le Mans.

BMW Motorsport Drivers Sheldon van der Linde (RSA), Robin Frijns (NED) and René Rast (GER) will enter the 20th BMW Art Car
with Starting Number 20 at the Circuit de la Sarthe on 15 June. Like them, Julie Mehretu is also Eagerly Awaiting the Race: “I went to
see the BMW M Hybrid V8 Race in Daytona, and this Experience was Overwhelming. Designers, Engineers, Aerodynamicists and so
many other Creative Minds are working on taking this Vehicle to its Extreme. When it goes out on the Racetrack now, so many Dreams
will be fulfilled.”

- Historic come Together at the Lake Como

Leading up to Race Day, Julie Mehretu's BMW Art Car will make an Appearance at the Concorso d'Eleganza at Villa d'Este in Lake
Como on its Way to Le Mans. As Part of the Exhibition for Historic Vehicles organised by the BMW Group and the Grand Hotel Villa
d'Este, Julie Mehretu herself will present the 20th Edition of the BMW Art Car Collection. It will be featured on the Grounds of the Villa
Erba together with the BMW Art Cars by Alexander Calder (1975), Frank Stella (1976), Roy Lichtenstein (1977), Andy Warhol (1979),
Jenny Holzer (1999) and Jeff Koons (2010), which also made their Race Debut at Le Mans. Julie Mehretu was discussing the
Creation of the 20th BMW Art Car in an Artist Talk with Adrian van Hooydonk, Head of BMW Group Design, on Sunday, 26 May 2024.

- The Artist

Julie Mehretu’s Practice in Painting, Drawing and Printmaking engage the Viewer in a Dynamic Visual Articulation of Contemporary
Experience, a Depiction of Social Behavior and the Psychogeography of Space by exploring Palimpsests of History, from Geological
Time to a Modern-Day Phenomenology of the Social.

She has received Numerous Awards, including the The MacArthur Award (2005), The Berlin Prize: Guna S. Mundheim Fellowship at
The American Academy in Berlin (2007) and the U.S. Department of State Medal of Arts Award (2015). A Midcareer Survey of
Mehretu's Work recently toured at LACMA (Los Angeles), High Museum (Atlanta) The Whitney Museum of American Art (New York)
and The Walker Museum of Art (Minneapolis) from 2019 to 2023. Her Largest European Solo Exhibition to date entitled “Ensemble”
opened March 17, 2024 at Palazzo Grassi in Venice.

Julie Mehretu is a Member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and The
National Academy of Design. Her global Representative is Marian Goodman Gallery. She also exhibits with White Cube, London, and
Carlier Gebauer, Berlin.

Source: World Première BMW ART CAR #20
By Artist Julie MEHRETU
May 2st, 2024
@ Centre Georges Pompidou , Paris (France) in presence of its President Laurent LE BON,
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